
Camden Historic Resources Committee 
  Minutes 

Tuesday, September 11, 2018 Walsh History Center, CP Library 
 

 
Call to Order: 4:05pm 
Members Present: Pat Skaling (RM), Judy McGuirk (RM), Susan Neves (RM), Chris Fasoldt (RM), 
Rosalee Glass (RM), Beedy Parker (ALT),  
Volunteers: Mike Skaling, Dennis McGuirk  
Visitors: Deedee Conover, Ann Waigand, Alleson Bixler, Matt Siegel 
Secretary’s Report/ Review of Minutes:  Minutes approved as written 
Chair’s Report: See reports below 
Select Board Liaison’s Report: No report 
 
HRC GOALS/UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 
Stewardship 
 Archives: No report 
 

Village Green: Judy McGuirk – No August workday was needed, next Camden Garden Club 
maintenance workday is scheduled for September 17th.  Three Garden Club husbands, Mike 
Matthews, Mike Skaling and Dennis McGuirk, analyzed the performance of the 18 year old drip 
irrigation system and adjusted the watering schedule to better care for the beds.  The men 
worked with Tom Beauregard on this project. 
 
Harbor Park and Amphitheater: Dave Jackson – The 1917 Two Little Fauns statue was 
cleaned by von Huene Design, LLC by scrubbing the sculpture with water and very small 
amounts of mild detergent, adding patina to deteriorated areas and applying two coats of wax 
to the heated surface of the sculpture.  It is a job that should be done every two years or so to 
retain the patina and prevent corrosion. A complete restoration was achieved in 2006 with a 
grant from the National Trust for Historic Preservation. 
 
Opera House: Update on repair assessment/work-Chris Fasoldt – With the recent four plus 
inches of rain, there is more leaking around a window and other areas on the Washington St. 
side of the building.  Several windows will need to be replaced and areas near gutters will be 
investigated for additional leaks.  Marvin aluminum windows have been used as replacements 
and will be used again. 
 
Curtis Island: Update on window restoration grant; Tower display progress – No decision on 
the Belvedere grant, yet.  Mike Johnson, Maine Historic Preservation Commission, who was 
presenting the grant proposal to Maine Community Foundation contacted Mike Skaling for any 
new information he could use in his presentation.  Overall impression of the application was 
very good.  We are in the running with about 60 other applications. 
 
Town Records:  The scope of the work and how to get started – A project we will keep on the 
back burner and address when time permits. 

  
  
Education/Recognition 

 Historic Homes sub-committee: Susan Neves – Committee members, Susan Neves, Barbara 
Furman, Susan Snead, Beedy Parker, Pat and Mike Skaling; will meet soon to review the old 



Landmarks manual.  Dawna Pine’s article on historic homes plaques will undergo some 
revision for publication.  

 
 Other Historic Properties/Districts;  

Jacobs Avenue developments: Ann Waigand, Alleson Bixler and Matt Siegel updated 
the committee on the Jacobs Ave neighborhood interest in National Register status as a 
district.  Currently no definitive proof of the homes being Sears kit homes has been 
found.  A catalogue has been found and ordered that might indicate a connection to the 
Sears kits.  Mark Whitmore is believed to have built ten houses, using five different 
designs, on Jacobs Avenue.  It is not yet known if he used kit parts. 
The neighbors will continue to search for a common thread that would link the houses 
as a district. 
 
WWI Memorial (Mt Battie): No news on Mt Battie Tower nomination.  Pat will continue to 
monitor. 

  
  
Policy  

Update of demolition ordinance draft: “Ordinance Regarding the Demolition of Buildings 
in the Town of Camden” – The committee reviewed the ordinance draft and suggested 
corrections and improvements.  The ordinance committee will take the suggestions 
under advisement.  Jeremy Martin suggests we vet the ordinance through the winter 
and go to the voters in June. 

  
Discussion of next steps in communicating the ordinance proposal – Various forms of 
education, newspaper articles, speaking to groups such as real estate agents, service 
groups, etc. were suggested.  Emphasizing the positive benefit of an ordinance is 
important. 
Suggested talks: 

• Deb Andrews speaking to Camden’s business community 
• Talks about Camden’s historic districts 
• Neighborhood walking tours 

 
   
 
 
NEW BUSINESS   
  
 Addressing the need for an archaeological ordinance: Pat will work with Arthur Spiess,  
           archaeologist for the Maine Historic Preservation Commission, on this issue. 
 
 Signage for Historic Districts:  Update - Mike Skaling will report at next meeting. 
 
 
Meeting was adjourned at 5:20pm 
 
Next meeting – October 9th, 4:00pm 
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